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Rice FFA chapter presents awards 
The annual Rice FFA chapter 

awards hanquei was held last 
Thursdiv in the Rice High Schtxil 
Commons Among the many awards 
presented. T.J Smith received a 
special plaque recognizing his out­
standing service to the chapter. Al­
though not able to attend the ban­
quet. George Hagan and Billy Bode 
also VMII receive similar recognition. 
The.se men were honored for »; ir 
service during the annual chapter 
projev."t s;ile. 

Also recognized as honorary 
members were J>«.k Leopold. Reggie 
Brisco. John Bock and Billy Ray 
Krenek 

Among other awards were: 
Stiir Greenhand award. Rhonda 

FVaz;ik. 
Star Chapter Farmer award, John 

Thomas. 
The students who received the 

junior chapter conducting award were 
Scott VVilliains, Kim Corman. 
Rhonda Pra/.ak, Stephanie Causey, 
Benjamin Castillo and Brian Center. 

Farm Radio Broadcasting team 
award. Leslie Sunderman, Stacey 
Causey and Bill Hefner. 

FFA creed speaking contest: 
Rhonda Prazak. lea Jones, Steve 
Gar?.'. 

FFA quiz team award: Steve 
Garza and Jerrv Cano. 

Bill Hefner was recognized as an 
outstanding member by Farmers 
Union of tl Campo. 

Prt)ticieni.y award winners: in 
beef cattle, Shui. Popp; swine, Ira 
Jones: diversified livestock producer, 
Tara Stephens. 

Shan F'opp was raognized as the 
Colorado County Go Texan scholar­
ship winner. 

Stxicey Causey was recognized as 
the FFA chapter sweetheart and as 
the Livest(x:k show sweetheart. Also 
recognized were those who partici­
pated in the flag ceremony as well as 
the Farm Radio Broadcasting team 
were Giady Cry.:e!, Rhonda HodJe 
and DeWayne Dopslauf. 

Honorary members; outstanding service 
From left to right, Billy Ray Krenek, Reggie Brisco, T.J. Smith, John Bock, Jack 
Leopold. 

Standing from left to right, Shah Popp, Rhonda Prazak, Kim Corman, Stephanie 
Causey, Scott Williams, Brian Center, Jerry Cano. 

Members of the 1986-87 Rice FFA Chapter 
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Standing from left to right, John Thomas, Steve Garza, Ira Jones, Benjamin Castillo, 
Stacey Causey, Leslie Sunderman, Bill Hefner. 

DeWayne Dopslauf, Bill 
Hefner, Todd Korenek, 
Duane Korenek, Vance 
Corman; front row, Wade 
Miller, Tara Stephens, 
Shari Popp, Kim Corman, 
Leslie Sunderman. 
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Awards and trophies were 
displayed with pride for all 
to see. 
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Chamber holds April meeting 

Local law enforcement officials met last Thursday to exchange infomiation on current cases unde' 
investigation. 

Law enforcement coordinates efforts 
On Thursday, April 22, Police 

Chieh Joev Targac of Wiemar. 
William D. "Bill" Smith of 
Columbus, Benjamin C. "Ben" 
Johnson of Eagle I ^ e , Game 
Warden Lt. Sam Center, DPS Sgt. 
Gilbert Kiel and DPS Trooper Bill 
Schuelte met at the Columbus 
Police Depanment to discuss ways 
and means to coordinate law 
enfoTenient activities between the 
various agencies in Colorado 

County. The group came together 
through the *!ffom of Tex*; Ranker 
Ray Nutt. Pertinent information on 
current investigations and cases was 
exchanged. 

"By working together we can 
provide better law enforcement for 
the people we serve in our 
communities." said Chief Johnson. 

The group will include all law 
enforcement agencies within 
Colorado County, as well as 

South Texas sorghum producers 
to discuss farm program May 7 

Sorghum producers in the El 
Campo area will meet on Thursday, 
May 7 to discuss their options under 
the current farm program and com­
pare it to the Market Oriented Produc­
tion Plan proposed by the National 
Grain Sorghum Producers 
Association. 

The NGSPA plan, based on 
production goals set at the amount 
the market will absorb, would 
maintain exports, reduce govemment 
cost on sorghum production by 40% 
and more than triple the sorghum 
producer's net cash income. The Plan 

was developed by sorghum leaders 
from six states who make up the 
board of the national association. 

National Grain Sorghum Producers 
As.sociation is .sponsoring the 
meeting and their executive staff will 
be present to review the association's 
work in export and domesic market 
development, utilization research and 
the National Grain Sorghum Yield 
and Management Contest 

The meeting will be held in El 
Campo at the Golden Corral located 
at 1802 North Mechanic. A dutch 
treat lunch is planned at noon. 

constables of the different precinct. 
Regularly scheduled meetines have 
been planned. 

Girndt participates 
in team spirit 
exercise recently 

Army Spec. 4 Douglas W. Girndt 
has participated in 'Team Spirit 
'87", a Republic of Korea/United 
States Combined Forces Command 
sponsored exercise held in South 
Korea. 

'Team Spirit 'f7" was the twelfth 
in an annual series of combined/Joint 
field training exercises, staged to 
increase the defensive posture of The 
Republic of Korea and U.S. combat 
and support forces. 

The exercise involved forces 
stationed in South Korea, as well as 
U.S. forces from other locations 
within the Pacific Command and the 
continental United States. 

Girndt, a 1976 graduate of 
Columbus High School, is the son 
of Leonard E. and Lovie Girndt of 
Columbus. He is an infantryman 
with the 2nd Infantry Division in 
South Korea. 

n« Eagle Lake Chamber of 
Commerce met Monday, April 27 
for their monthly meeting at the 
Sportsman's Restaurant with Tom 
Reed presiding over the business 
"meeting. There were seven directors 
in attendance. Minutes of the 
picvious meeting were read and 
approved, as was the treasurer's 
repoa 

Mike Henry reported the progress 
of the Chamber of Commerce annual 
barbecue, which will be held on May 
25, Memorial Day. He passed out 
tickets to directors and nvmbers and 
explained that if anyone was to need 
addiuonai tickets, they could contact 
Tom Reed, Steve Taylor or himself 
In addition he presented a roster of 
committees and their members for 
the activity. 

•Kay Clipson, reporting for the 
Retail Trade Development 
committee, announced plans for a 
^•t}Tft\M, ^lucnoiA oate lu oe nciQ 
sometime this summer. 

•Kate Spalinger reponed for the 
Historical Committee the History of 
Eagle Lake Businesses was almost 
completed and would be going to 
press shortly. 

•Irving Williams reported the 
progress of his fact gathering efforts 
concerning housing statistics for our 
community. One realtor said he had ^ 
300 percent increase in home sales 
from January through March 
compared to the same period in 
1986. This increase was 
accomplished by the sale of five 
homes. 

•Under old busiî ess, Sandy bendy 
recommended Miss AprilFesi and 
Little Miss and Mr. Aprilrest 
represent the city at activities whe.'e 
the Chamber of Commerce Float 
would be used, with the runner-up 
partKipaung when Miss AprilFest or 
LiitJe Miss and Mr. AprilFest were 
unable to participate. A motion was 
made, seconded and adopU'1. 

•Kevin Boyette was in auendance 
to request the endorsement of the 
Chamber for his project. The project 
is an artist rendition of a city map, 
with not only streets represented, but 
also historical buildings and 
businesses drawn so the observer 
receives more o» an idea of what the 
city IS abouL Tom Reed thanked Mr. 
Boyette for his presentation and 
appointed a committee of Sandy 
Bendy, Becky Anderson, and himself 
to study the repercussions and 
benefits of such an endorsement, and 
mane recommendauons to the 
Chamber at the next meeting. 

•President of Revitalize Eagle 
Lake, Inc., Roy Dean Van Sort, then 
reponed on the progress of the 

Community Swimming Pool and its 
need for additional funds to operate 
and maintain the facihty. He pointed 
out the need for the service of die 
swimming pool to the children of 
this communiiy. with it and Little 
League being the only two activities 
available lor the children. He 
outlined the necessary maintenance 
that was now in progress and the 
extremely high cost of the insurance 
that will be due the first pari ~f May 
He requested the Chamber see itieir 
way clear to donate funds lo help 
keep diis activity alive for the 
children of Eagle Lake The president 
requested if be put in the form of a 
motion and following a second was 
voted on and adopted. No dollar 
a.'no'jnt was determined at this ?>•»>* 

•Tom Reed then asked for a 
motion for a resolution regardir!g the 
visit of the governor of Texas to the 
Praine Chicken Refuse. Since, the 
motion was not forthcommg, the 
resolution was not passed by the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The next meeting date was set for 
May 18 at Elaine's GrilL 

C I dOii Lronservaiion oervice î ievvs 
Pasture management important 

Now is the time to start thinking 
about properly managing improved 
pastures of coastal bermudagruss, 
common bermudagrass, gordo 
bluestem or pensicola bahia grass. 

These grasses are different from 
native range grasses since they 
require more attention than tlie range 
grasses. These grasses, as listed 
above, produce vast quantities of 
forage when properly fertilized, 
properl) grazed and when weeds are 
controlled. For example, coastal 
bermuda grass when fertilized at a 
suggested rate of above 100 pounds 
of nitrogen per acre, 40 pounds of 
phospnonis per acre and 60 pounds 
of potash per acre will produce 
enough forage to run one cow<alf 
unit on three acres during the 
growing season. This, of course,is a 
suggested guide for application of 
fertilizer for grazing prcxluction. A 
soil test will also indicate ferulizer 
needs, if you desire to find out 
exactly what your fertilizer needs are. 

Grazing heights 
Grazing heights on these grasses 

should be watched closely so that 
overgrazing does not acur. Coastal 
bermudagrass should be allowed to 
reach a height of six inches before 
grazing is begun. Then, a grazing 
height of about four inches should be 
maintained all during the growing 
season. 

The grazing height on common 
bermudagra.ss should be maintained 
at about three inches, and on 
pensicola bahia grass at atnxit three 
inches. Gordo bluestem should be 
grazed no closer than six inches to 
maintain a vigorous plant and root 
system. Gordo bluestem and 
pensicola bahia grass should also be 
allowed to make at least one seed 
crop each year so that new plants can 
grow for future production. 

Rotate gras.ses 
It is desirable that grazing of these 

grasses be rotated from one paster to 
anodier to get full utilization from 
the forage produced. Rotation grazing 
allows the tirass to be erazed on one 
pasture while regrowth is taking 
place on the pasture previously 
grazed. 

This is very important because the 
leaves and greem stems are the food 
factories for the grass plant. These 
factories produce food which is stored 
in the root system, and which is also 
used for growth of the plant. 
Therefore, grazing height on the 
leaves of 'he plant becomes very 
iTif )riant if the plant is to be 
allowed to produce the food it needs 
to remain healthy and vigorous. 

Pioper grazing heights on the 
grass, timing and application of 
proper fertilizer rates, and rotation of 
grazing from one pasture to another 
are key factors in producing vigorous 
pasture grass plants. These practices 
will pay big dividends when properly 
practiced by grass producer. 

if you have questions about 
growing grass Oii your farm, contact 
the personnel of the Soil 
Conservation Service office in 
Columbus. 

Conservation a&si.stance 
George Miller, of the Oaks Grove 

area, is constructing a pond with a 
pipe structure to control erosion. 
Adjoining brodel areas will also be 
shaped and vegetated to control 
erosion. 

Louise Raabe. a district cooperator 
of the Live Oak area, is constructing 
a pond widi a pipe structure to 
control erosion. Eroded areas will 
also be shaped and vegetated to 
control erosion. 

District cooperator Hugo 
Helmcamp. of the Oakland area, is 
constnicting a pond. 

Virgil Meyers, of the Ellinger 
area is planning to construct a pond. 

Provided assistance to Nat Conner 
on pasture management and fertilizer 
needs. 

The conservation plan on 
Catherine Gunn has been completed. 
Mrs. Gunn has recently completed 
reclaiming some gully areas and also 
a new road entrarKe into her 
property. 

Conservation assistance was 
provided to E.R. Woodward whc ; 
planning to construct a cross fence to 
allow for better grass management. 

The regular monthly meeting of 
the directors of the Colorado Soil and 

Water Conservation District was held 
on March 19. Directors present were: 
Melvin Albright, George Cason, 
Herbert Engstrom, Theo Schultz and 
Leslie Koehl. 

Conservation planning assistance 
was provided to Doris and Jimmy 
Benron to locate pasture roads and to 
smooth and reclaim eroded road 
crossings. 

Conservation assistance was 
provided to George Cason concerning 
the use of winter peas for building 
up his soil. 

Conservation assistance was 
provided to Kesvy Kahlden on his 
RC&D project where minor erosion 
problems will be correcial. 

Conservation assistance was 
provided to Bertha Orcken to 
determine RC&D practice needed to 
reclaim a very severely eroding gully 
and the estimated costs. 
Conservation planning iniormation 
was al.so gathered. 

Conservation assistance was 
provided to John Cathey who is 
clearing his pastures and planun<; 
them to coastal bermudagrass. 

Conservation assistance was 
provided to Max Welbom to reclaim 
a very badly eroding pond spillway. 

Maynard Ripper has completed 
construction of a pond in the 
Frelsburg area. 

District cooperator Harry 
Heakhaus is planning to construct a 
pond and shape eroded areas on his 
farm near Borden. 

Deer hunting 
lease registry 
enrollment 

Texas landowners who wish to 
list hunting properties in the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department's 
Deer Hunting Lease Registry for the 
1987-88 seasons may do so now, 
officials said 

The registry is a service by the 
department to allow landowners to 
list their prospective lease lands, and 
the list is provided to hunters upon 
requesL Currently, the registry is for 
deer letses only, although 
consideration is being given to 
expanding the system to include 
odier species in die future. 

The depanment acts as a clearing­
house for lease information, but is 
not responsible for negotiations 
between hunters and landowners. 

Interested landowners should write 
the TPWD, 4200 Smith School 
Road, Austin, 78744, or call 1-800-
792-1112 for application forms. 

During die past hunting season, 
almost S million acres of land were 
listed, and about 3,800 hunters 
acquired 900 leases tiirough die 
program, said Horace Gore, white-
tailed deer program leader. 

A recent questionnaire survey 
appears to indicate the registry was 
extremely well received by bodi 
hunters and landowners. The survey 
received responses from 592 hunters 
and 607 landowners. 

The survey showed 75 percent of 
panic ipating hunters contacted a 
landowner by telephone or mail, and 
approximately 21 percent said they 
obtained a lease. 

More than ^t percent of die 
hunters polled said they diink the 
registry serves a useful purpose, and 
almost die same percentage indicated 
they would use it in the future and 
lecommend i' io OUKTI 

Si;." êy iesulis wene simlar in the 
lanJowner portion, widi 92't saying 
diey were contacted by at least one 
prospective hunter and alriost 40% 
negotiated a lease as a re>ult of die 
program. 

Gore noted that more than 90% of 
the hunters and landowners who did 
not negotiate a lease dirough the 
program still thought the registry 
served a useful purpose. 
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LEARN TO FLY] 
Private Pilot Ground School 

C l a s s e s Star t M a y 7 th [ 
Wintermann Library, Eagle Lake 

$37 Plus Books 
Call Buddy Green 

•713-550-5007 (Evenings) 
•409-836-3685 (Days) j 

How about 
ô> a liftV 
Give w u r lawn a lift with Cub Cadet's 8 H.P. 

riding mower featuring the new high-vacuum 
cutting deck. Its powerful \'acuum action lifts 
grass up for a cleaner cut, then whisks it out the 
discharge chute for even dispersal. Add the op­
tional 6-bushel twin bagger to create an uUra-
efficient collection sv-stem. 

Lift vtiur lawn cares away with Cub Cadet "s 
rider and n e w high-v'acuum deck. 

1 

Model 804 

$99900 
without bagger 

OibChdeC 
Boettcher-

Hlavinka Co. 
East Bernard 

409-234-5424 

smiG^/W^^l 
Limiled Time On'v 

On All Granites 

Snrciol l')ifirount on Stock 

L. W. STOLZ MEMORIALS. 
HWY n EAST l A l l M A N 

CALL COLLECT (409) 968 3149 

"Dike care before you dig: 
Power lines 
could be there 
M ike sure you know th« location of underground powei 

lines before you insull in \it1%ttion system or untiog, 
iiiir. 0: sew-ei hnes Ev?" "luiine toh* Itk* rti^ing pr«t holes 
can be dai^rous if you get too dow to lines that cari-y clectnuty 

Before you start the protect caO your Central Powrer and 
Light ofbce for ad\'Ke on where underground electncal facilities 
on or near your propertv mav be kxated 

It* wrue to iho* a lot ot respect foi power lines—both 
underground and overhead—anytJtne you re involved in work 
that could brti^ you neti them 

A faDen power line ot >.ouisc creates an etpecialh hatardous 
situation If you see j line Jowiied by a storm accident or other 
mishap caO CPL uruneduteh tor profcaMonal help Suy away 
from ilie wire and everythinii if toudxt—and keep others 
away too 

M 

peoplemon theline for you 

I 

http://The.se

